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MEDIA RELEASE

JRA GEARS UP TO MINIMISE IMPACT OF STRIKE ACTION BY SAMWU MEMBERS

2 March 2015
For immediate release

The Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA) has been served with a notice to strike by the South
African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU). The strike action began on Friday, 27 February 2015.
The strike is a result of a dispute on 3 main matters, out of an original 15, that Management and
SAMWU have not been able to reach consensus. These include a demand for the introduction of
a pay progression system in the JRA starting with a once off Structural adjustment of salaries of
all employees in Levels 6-9; a demand for the increase in the Locomotion Allowance for
Inspectors from R4500 to R8500; and the removal of one Depot Manager in Region F where there
are currently two Depot Managers assigned to the Full Region and Inner City respectively.
The JRA Board and Management are of the view that these three issues do not necessarily justify
strike action as management has provided clear and viable processes that are currently underway
to address concerns in these areas. Management views the demands in serious light and is
committed to reaching consensus with SAMWU on the processes that will resolve the current
impasse.
“We have a created an environment that is conducive to progressive engagements within the JRA
and there is absolutely no need for us to have an adversarial relationship with Organised Labour.”
Explains Skhumbuzo Macozoma, the Managing Director. “We would like to get back to the
negotiation table with SAMWU as soon as possible, this time seeking assistance from both the
JRA Board and the City of Johannesburg in order to find speedy resolution”.
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The JRA and SAMWU have agreed that the strike will be peaceful and controlled; that workers
who don’t want to strike will not be intimidated, that company resources will not be abused by
striking workers and that the door for negotiations will be kept open.
The JRA has put a strike management plan in place will continue to monitor the situation and
provide updates to all stakeholders as required.

ENDS

About the Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA)
The JRA is a City-owned agency responsible for the maintenance, repair and development of Johannesburg’s road
network and storm water infrastructure, including bridges and culverts, traffic lights and signage.
The organisation is committed to providing quality roads that are accessible, safe and liveable for our communities.
The JRA encourages residents to report road and storm water issues to 0860 562 874/ hotline@jra.org.za /
twitter @MyJra so that we may be of service.
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