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JOBURG’S M1 BRIDGES REVAMP
COMPLETION DATES EXTENDED WITH TRAFFIC IMPLICATIONS

Good progress is being made with the Johannesburg Road Agency (JRA)’s rehabilitation projects of
three bridges on the M1 freeway at a combined cost of R210-million. However, there have been some
unforeseen events which have resulted in a need to extend the envisaged completion dates.
Dr Sean Phillips, Managing Director of the Johannesburg Roads Agency explains that the Oxford and
Federation bridges project, initially anticipated for completion in February 2017 will now be extended to
September 2017. Improvements to the Double Decker section were originally envisaged to be completed
by May 2017 but it is now anticipated that they will be completed by the end of 2017.
The causes of the delays on the Oxford and Federation bridges project have been sporadic labour unrest
and unforeseen geotechnical complications. The labour unrest occurred in between April and August and
resulted in a loss of approximately six weeks. The geotechnical complications have resulted in an
extension of the scope of the works, which accounts for the remainder of the extended construction period.
The delays in the Double Decker project have been caused by financial difficulties experienced by the
contractor which resulted in the work stopping for a period of approximately four months. This has now
been resolved and the contractor is back on site and work is again progressing well.
The extension of the Oxford and Federation bridges project means that the M1 between Killarney bend and
St Andrews will remain with a limited number of lanes open for a longer period than previously announced.
On the Double Decker most of the work is being done at night to avoid disruption of traffic.
On the Double Decker section of the M1 – between Carr and Anderson streets in the city centre – the work
includes rehabilitation and structural repairs, asphalt surfacing, expansion joints, drainage systems and
new road signs. The Federation and Oxford bridges are also undergoing major facelifts. A 2km section of
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M1 freeway between Rockridge and Federation Roads is being rehabilitated and the existing storm water
drainage system in the area replaced.
“Joburg road users have adapted exceptionally well to the traffic restrictions with temporary lane and road
closures” says MMC for Transport Cllr. Nonhlanhla Makhuba. “We thank the public for their positive
spirit, for their courteous and patient driving and for heeding the JRA’s call to make use of public transport
as well as alternative routes to travel between destinations in the City,” she says.
The M1 project has seen a reduction in traffic since the major works have intensified. The latest traffic
volumes indicate that congestion is far less than originally projected. “Traffic volumes indicate that
motorists have adjusted their travelling times as morning and evening peak hours start much earlier now,
and also the traffic volumes have significantly decreased. This reflects a shift in travelling patterns, the use
of alternative routes as well as the use of public transport.”
During the next phase of construction the following traffic changes will be made:


From next week 21 November 2016 to 15 December 2016, Oxford road onramp onto the M1
Southbound will be closed;



From March 2017 to September 2017 Oxford road offramp from the M1 travelling Northbound will
be closed. Furthermore, all M1 traffic between Killarney and St Andrews will be diverted to the
southbound carriage way with 2 lanes open to traffic in both directions and separated by a concrete
barrier;



From 30 November 2016 to 15 January 2017 Henry Nxumalo will have one lane temporarily
reduced to accommodate rehabilitation on the Double Decker bridges;



From 22 January 2017 to 12 February 2107 the Double Decker bridge will be reduced by one lane
on both carriageways; and



Certain lanes on the Double Decker section as well as the M1 section between Killarney and St.
Andrews can be closed during off peak times at night and over weekends to accommodate
construction work.

Dr Phillips calls on Joburg road users to familiarise themselves with the lane reductions, to plan their
journeys in advance and to consider alternative routes.

The City’s Rea Vaya Bus Rapid Transit system, Metrobus, Metrorail, Gautrain as well as Taxi’s offers
public transport options for commuters and traffic applications that can be downloaded from Google Maps,
and media will provide alerts on possible traffic jams and delays.
The JRA will continue to inform the public of latest developments, journey planning tips, alternative routes,
and traffic advisories on their various contact points:


Website: www.jra.org.za



Twitter: @MyJra,



Facebook: Johannesburg Roads Agency



Email hotline@jra.org.za,



JRA Find&Fix mobile app

Dr Phillips says the section of the freeway is a key arterial route through the heart of Johannesburg. “We
are proud to lead this road infrastructure investment of the City that carries some 80 000 private cars,
commercial traffic and public transport - such as buses and taxis - all vital to the growth of southern Africa’s
most important economic hub. We are confident that JRA”s rehabilitation work will contribute to the quality
of life of residents and the safety of all commuters who use our road network for many years to come.”
ENDS

About the Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA)
The JRA is a City-owned agency responsible for the maintenance, repair and development of
Johannesburg’s road network and storm water infrastructure, including bridges and culverts, traffic lights
and signage. The organisation is committed to providing quality roads that are accessible, safe and
liveable for our communities.
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