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Media Release
Bryanston’s Belgrave Bridge Prepared for Heavy Rainfall
With the rainy season here, Bryanston residents’ heavy rainfall concerns have been washed
away, with the completion of the R6.2 million flood mitigation measures at Belgrave Bridge.
Johannesburg Roads Agency’s (JRA) rehabilitation of Belgrave Bridge was embarked upon
after flooding in January 2017 rendered the low-lying bridge unsafe. The project which forms part
of JRA’s citywide stormwater management and emergency bridge repair projects, included the
installation of boom gates to safe guard the public during flood conditions.
Sequential torrential downpours in late 2016 and early 2017 resulted in extensive damage and
safety risks which warranted the implementation of flood mitigation measures. Further
engagement with Bryanston community members resulted in an appeal to introduce additional
safety measures. Subsequently, JRA and Bryanston community entered into a formal commitment
for the installation and management of booms during hazardous and unsafe flood conditions.
Flooding in January resulted in increased water flow, erosion of the river banks, sedimentation,
turbidity and risk to motorists and pedestrians. The rehabilitation commenced with removal of
debris, cleaning of the bridge, the installation of road markings and road studs. The R6.2 million
phased rehabilitation of Belgrave Bridge included the installation solar flood lights, safety bollards,
cat eyes, river bank and concrete reinforcement, traffic road markings, flashing and static road
studs and servicing of stormwater drains.
JRA Acting Managing Director, Goodwill Mbatha said: “The installation of the booms on either
side of the low-lying bridge are complete. They will allow for temporary closure during flood
conditions. JRA is pleased to partner with the Bryanston community, we believe the partnership
will foster improved service delivery and safeguard community members. The traffic management
and community service level agreements are in place and river bank reinforcements have been
carried out with the installation of gabion baskets and desiltation of the river.”
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The JRA and Bryanston community have signed a traffic management agreement that
includes the listed conditions:
•
•
•

•

The booms must be in the downright position and secured throughout the closure period.
Temporary mobile road traffic signs in accordance with the South African Road Traffic
Signs Manual must be provided to inform motorists of the road closure.
Once safe crossing conditions have been re-established, the booms must be placed in the
upright position and secured. The time for the temporary closures may vary from several
hours to several days depending on the prevailing weather conditions.
Failure to comply with the listed conditions will result in the removal of the booms.

Follow JRA for the latest developments, journey planning tips, alternative routes, and traffic
advisory via:
▪ Website: www.jra.org.za
▪ Twitter: @MyJra
▪ Facebook: Johannesburg Roads Agency
▪ Email hotline@jra.org.za
▪ JRA Find & Fix mobile app
▪ JRA A-Z Traffic Calming Guide, visit:
http://www.jra.org.za/customer-service/traffic-calming-request

About the Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA)
The JRA is a City-owned agency responsible for the maintenance, repair and development of
Johannesburg’s road network and storm water infrastructure, including bridges and culverts, traffic
lights and signage. The organisation is committed to providing quality roads that are accessible,
safe and liveable for our communities.
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